
Eastern Montgomery Elementary School 
Title I Parent Involvement Policy 

 

Over 30 years of research demonstrate the powerful relationship between parent involvement and 
student performance. Students with involved parents consistently display higher academic 
achievement.  The Title I teachers will strive to involve parents in their children's literacy growth in a 
variety of ways.   
 

1. Title I teachers sponsor a Title I Parent Information Night in which they describe the Title I 
Reading Program in detail, including how students are selected for the program, the size of 
reading groups, how often they meet, and the types of activities that occur in the small groups.  
At this meeting, parents are invited to participate in program planning and give suggestions for 
implementation.  The agenda and minutes of this meeting are maintained for the Title I records 
file.  All parents in the school are given the opportunity to contribute suggestions for the Title I 
program plan through a yearly Title I Parent Survey, sent home at the end of the year with all 
students.   
 

2. At our Meet the Teacher open house before school starts, each teacher describes and 
explains the curriculum for their grade level to the parents of the students in their classroom.  
Expectations for class work, homework, and behavior are clearly explained.  Title I teachers 
provide information on the EMES reading program, as well as brochures describing ways to 
improve literacy at home.  At the October parent/teacher conference, which is required for all 
parents to attend, the classroom teacher and reading teachers explain the child’s current 
achievement level, the assessments used, such as the Phonological Awareness Literacy 
Screening (PALS) and Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Reading Assessment, and the 
proficiency level that is expected for that grade level.  Classroom teachers explain the grading 
scale used and what the child needs to achieve in order to reach grade level expectations.  
 

3. Parents are given the opportunity to evaluate and give their feedback on new textbooks that 
are being considered for adoption by the county.  Thus, parents play a role in selecting their 
child’s curriculum.  Parents also have the option of requesting, in writing, that their child be 
excluded from the family life curriculum taught by the school nurse.  Teachers are open to 
considering parental suggestions concerning the difficulty level of their child’s class work, such 
as moving the child to a different spelling level.   
 

4. For students in grades 3-5, a detailed student Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) report is 
mailed home with all students’ end of the year report card.  This report gives the students 
score on the spring SOL test, as well as the score needed to pass as proficient, or as 
pass/advanced.  The score is shown in an easy to understand bar graph.  The student’s score 
is also broken down into categories, so that parents will know exactly which portions of the test 
may have caused their child difficulty.  Parents are welcome to contact the school principal 
during the summer and set up a conference to discuss the SOL results.  For every student who 
does not pass a language arts or math SOL, a conference is held in the fall with the school 
principal/assistant principal, parents, classroom teacher, and other support staff as applicable, 
such as reading, special education, ESL, and speech teachers.   A written plan is developed 
by the group stating the role and responsibility of each person involved in the student’s 
education.  This plan includes specific ways in which the parents can help at home.   
 

5. Our school strives to provide instruction only by highly qualified staff.  Should a staff person not 
be highly qualified, the principal will send a letter in a timely manner notifying parents of this.  



Such a letter is on file, but has never needed to be used.  Should this ever happen, parents will 
have the option to come in for a conference with the principal and request that their child be 
moved to the instruction of a highly qualified staff person. 
 

6. At our Meet the Teacher open house before school starts, each teacher explains the state’s 
academic content standards for that grade.  Parents may schedule an individual conference 
with the classroom teacher, or school administrator, for assistance in understanding the state’s 
academic content and achievement standards.  The school website offers a link for parents to 
the state Department of Education website which also explains these standards. State and 
local assessments are explained to parents during the mandatory fall parent teacher 
conference.  During this conference, teachers review grade level expectations, clearly 
explaining their grading system and how parents can monitor their child’s academic 
performance and progress.  The School/Parent/Child Compact lists ways in which parents can 
work together with the school to assist in their child’s education. 

 
7. In response to Title I Parent surveys, the Title I staff provides materials and training to help 

parents work with their children to improve academic achievement.  Programs have included 
“How to Help with Homework’, making reading games to play at home, and using educational 
websites.  Title I teachers hand out brochures on improving literacy to parents at the fall Meet 
the Teacher open house, as well as at other Title I, PTO or school events.  Newsletters 
explaining ways to help improve literacy at home are sent home monthly with all of the children 
in our school.  These are also available on our school website.  

 
8. Through our District Parent Involvement Committee, teachers work with parents as equal 

partners in planning and implementing programs to build ties between parents and schools.  
Parent Surveys provide additional insight for the teaching staff on the needs and concerns of 
the parents of our school population. 
 

9. Parents of preschoolers in our school-based community pre-school are included in parent 

involvement activities by being invited to attend parent programs and the kindergarten 

Mustang Round-up, held in the spring.   

 

10. To encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, 

DVDs showing parents how to help improve their children’s literacy are available to all families 

in the school to watch at home.  The topics of these DVDs range from developing early 

phonemic awareness to preparing for standardized tests. The DVDs are available in Spanish 

for our Spanish-speaking parents.  Portable DVD players are available for loan to families who 

do not own one.  Parents are also given the opportunity to support their children’s learning by 

reading with them at home in books sent home by Title I teachers.  Our school website 

provides parents with a list of educational websites for their children. 

 

11. Information related to parent programs, meetings, and activities is made available to parents in 
several ways.  The Title I teachers send home an announcement with all students on colorful 
paper 10 to 14 days prior to an event.  A reminder notice is sent a few days before the event.  
Parent events are posted on the on-line school calendar on the school’s website and sent 
home on a printed calendar.  Students are also reminded via the afternoon announcements on 
the day of the event.  To the extent practicable, this information is sent home in the language 
the parents can understand.  Some important parent program reminders are also sent to all 
families using the automated phone system. 


